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in< ependent of abusive partners. As envisioned by the FVO, the proposed regulations take a three-
pr< aged approach to addressing the needs of domestic violence victims. These policies:

• Help to identify victims of domestic violence who may be in need of help;
• Provide for referral of victims to counseling, shelter, or other appropriate services; and
• Provide for waiver of certain TANF or General Assistance program requirements when

compliance with a requirement would place a victim at greater risk of domestic violence; make it
more difficult for a victim to escape an abusive situation; or unfairly penalize a victim because of
domestic violence.

.tly, the proposed regulations establish strict confidentiality requirements and protocols to
the privacy and protection of those who disclose domestic violence and ask for help,

Many of the policies codified in these regulations have actually been in operation under three
inistrations and have provided incalculable help to victim women, men, and children across the

Commonwealth.

We enthusiastically support adoption of this regulation with a small number of modifications for
clarification, as proposed in the joint comments of the Community Justice Project, the Women's Law
Project, and Community Legal Services.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments.

Very truly yours,

Ca^A ft«A>JL
Carol Goertzel
President/CEO
Pathways PA

Edwin B. Erickson, Chair, Senate Public Health and Welfiure Committee
Vincent J, Hughes, Minority Chair, Senate Public Health and Welfare Committee
Frank Louis Oliver, Majority Chair, House Health and Human Services Committee
George T. Kenney, Jr., Minority Chair, House Health and Human Services Committee
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Please find attached copies of the comments sent to Mr. Zogby by- email earlier today. We
hope you will feel free to contact us with any questions o± concerns.

Recipients:

Edwin B. Etidseon, Chair, Senate Public Health and Welfare Committee
- Vincent J. Hughes, Minority Chair, Senate Public Health and Welfare Committee
- Frank Louis Oliver, Majority Chair, House Health and Human Services Committee
- George T. Kennejr, Jr., Minority Chair, House Health and Human Services Committee
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